
The fourth issue of VVV, entitled Crowds, seeks to address plurality both in its ab-
sorptive and exclusionary capacities. As a grouping of people more or less anony-
mous to one another, crowds are accidental entities just as much as they are po-
liticized collective bodies. From an architect’s perspective, crowds are a force to be 
controlled through the funnel of egress. Crowds are an emergency. Yet crowds also 
emerge as a celebration, a parade, a swarm, a rash, confetti. As indeterminate and 
unpredictable as they are, crowds are an incentive for movement.

The medieval word for crowd was ‘press’: c. 1300, presse, “crowd, throng, com-
pany; crowding and jostling of a throng; a massing together. The verb ‘to press,’ in 
turn, derives from prae- “before” + stare “to stand”. The crowd pushes you, fulfill-
ing the tendency that amounts to its most salient characteristic. If we are observant 
etymologists, the crowd is the person standing in front of you, providing visual and 
motional restriction. Its meaning is thereby inherently nomadic, always relative. In 
this we find its capacity to continually generate inquiry. Intent assemblies, attentive 
audiences, rallies in protest, ruled armies, majority rule - all manifest different de-
grees of docility, unanimity and unruliness.

Elias Canetti discerns the Open Crowd: “A few people may have been standing 
together five, ten or twelve, not more; nothing has been announced, nothing is 
expected. Suddenly everywhere is black with people and more come streaming 
from all sides as though streets had only one direction.” The crowd pushes onto 
free electrons, including them in its gush. They are inclusive by sheer number and 
gross trajectory. All crowds admit members reca citrant to their norm, whether by 
accident or by volition: the coughing spectator in the silent audience, the duffer 
that spills their drink at the feast, the person trying to cross the road flooded by the 
parade - all inflect the integument of the crowd. For Rousseau, one is part of society 
not despite one’s individuality but precisely because of it.

Crowds are not simply accounted for by exceptions involved in a series they think 
the selves exempt from. An exhaustive appreciation of crowds may address their 
propensity to exclusion, which bring us back exile, or at least to Marcus Aurelius’s 
reflection that one can be most alone in a crowd. Swarms, packs, gaggles, forma-
tions, rashes, epidemics: crowds are absorptive, closed, surreptitious, public, indif-
ferent, intentional. The epidemic is a crowd that subsumes the former constitution 
of the crowd. For the architect, the crowd may be the life they ought to control. 
“Panic is the disintegration of the crowd within the crowd” Canetti apprises us.
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–Please submit a three hundred to five hundred word abstract by March 5, 2018.

–We are flexible about formats!

–If the proposed submission is not an original work then please attach a summary 
of the previously published or unpublished work which you would like to submit.

–Submissions should be made in the form of a DOC or RTF file in the following 
format: LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_Title.XXX

–Send abstracts to: contact@veryvaryveri.info

Very Vary Veri is a journal about the built environment and how it is produced, 
based at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. VVV draws on the professional 
schools of Harvard University and its neighbors for diverse perspectives on de-
sign from law, finance, government, real estate, public health, education, and 
beyond.


